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This research was conducted to investigate the teachers' and
students' viewpoints on agricultural majors' curriculum and
employment. The statistical sample of the research consisted of 48
teachers and 327 students of technical and professional agricultural
fields in the provinces of Tehran, Isfahan, Razavi Khorasan, Zanjan,
Kerman, Kurdistan, Golestan, Khuzestan, West Azerbaijan, Qazvin
and Zanjan. The CIPP model in addition to a researcher-made
questionnaire was applied to collect data in this research project.
Viewpoints of the teachers and students regarding the four criteria
of objectives, content, method, evaluation in agriculture education,
weaknesses and strengths, threats, and opportunities in agriculture
subfields were investigated. The content validity of the research tool
was confirmed by a panel of experts in the field and its reliability was
verified by Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient («¢=0.87-0.90). The results
indicated that teachers and students considered the aforementioned
criteria as satisfactory. The participants considered lack of
motivation, lack of equipment, low level of teachers' knowledge and
practical skills, repetitive courses, no link between theoretical and
practical sections of courses and failure to correctly evaluate
competency as the main weaknesses.

- @ () & |©2024 the authors. Published by National University of Skill,

E-ISSN: 3060-6691

Tehran, Iran. This article is an open-access article distributed
under the terms and conditions of the Creative Commons
Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0

license) (https:

creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/).



https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
https://portal.issn.org/resource/ISSN/3060-6691
https://jssc.tvu.ac.ir/?lang=en
https://doi.org/10.48301/JSSC.2024.459375.1016
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-7326-1995
https://orcid.org/0009-0008-9194-3990
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1039-4691
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9894-9841

Seyed Naser Khaleghi Miran and et al. Assessing the Desirability of Agricultural Majors'...

EXTENDED ABSTRACT

Introduction

Preparing young people for the labour market is one of the key responsibilities of the
educational system of countries. Agricultural training will increase the quantity and quality
of the national production by training specialized and efficient manpower, and by reducing
the production costs, the products will become more competitive while achieving food
security Finding producers in various national markets and internationally will lead to the
stability of the job, the well-being of the working families and the improvement of the social
status of the farmers. Therefore, considering the importance of the role of agricultural
education in economic development and employment of the country and the design of a
new system of technical and professional education with a competency-based approach,
which has been implemented since 2016 to train professional competencies and skills
needed by society, this research was carried out to collect data and analyse the opinions of
the beneficiaries of the agricultural education system regarding the current status of the
curricula in the fields of agriculture.

Methodology

This research was applied in terms of purpose and survey in terms of method. The
statistical population of the research consisted of 48 teachers and 327 students of technical
and professional agricultural fields in the provinces of Tehran, Isfahan, Razavi Khorasan,
Zanjan, Kerman, Kurdistan, Golestan, Khuzestan, West Azerbaijan, Qazvin and Zanjan. The
CIPP model in addition to a researcher-made questionnaire was applied to collect data in
this research project. Viewpoints of the teachers and students regarding the four criteria of
objectives, content, method, evaluation in agriculture education, weaknesses and strengths,
threats, and opportunities in agriculture subfields were investigated. The content validity of
the research tool was confirmed by a panel of experts in the field and its reliability was
verified by Cronbach’s Alpha coefficient (a=0.87-0.90). To judge the desirability of the
relevant criteria and indicators, the following method was used: in the data analysis, the
lowest score was one and the highest score was four; by dividing the interval into two equal
parts, the averages between 1 and 2.5 are considered unsatisfactory and from 2.6 to 4, the
situation was considered satisfactory. In this research, data analysis was conducted using
SPSS 19 software.

Results and discussion

The results of the research showed that the average age of the students was 17.76 years
and the standard deviation was 0.61. The average teaching experience of art students was
13.52 years and the standard deviation was 1.09. The attitude of students and art trainees
towards the curriculum was evaluated (2.85 and 2.82, respectively). They also assessed the
status of the four criteria of goal, content, method and evaluation in agriculture education
as satisfactory. The findings of this research clearly showed the need to review and update
the curricula of agricultural fields and adapt them to the needs of society. The results of the
survey on the content of the agricultural courses indicated the low ratio and the adequacy
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of the workshop equipment for the implementation of the content of the training and
learning packages.

Conclusion
Vocational and technical education programs should have diversity and quality so that
the most suitable career path or technical field can be chosen according to different talents.
On the other hand, the logical relationship between technical and professional education
and economic and social systems and their development leads to a flexible and diverse
approach to meeting the needs of individuals and society. According to the results, the
following are recommended to increase the effectiveness of the curricula of agricultural
fields from the point of view of employment by students and trainees:
—  Revision of the educational guidance process regarding the recruitment of students
in agricultural fields;
—  Emphasis on the practical training of workshop courses and the requirement to do
them in real work environments and in accordance with the production process;
— Compilation of curricula and production of training and learning packages
according to the land use and the needs of the labour market;
—  Attention to education with production;
— Continual renovation and updating of the equipment and workshop space of
agricultural conservatories according to today's technologies;
— Holding effective service training courses for students in accordance with the
curricula;
— Provision of specialized human resources (trainees, supervisors, supervisors,
laboratory supervisors, workers, etc.).
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